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How can schools be truly culturally responsive when the vast majority of the teachers and administrators running the show are unaware of and not trained in the history, cultural traits, cross-cultural issues, language considerations, or appropriate teaching methodologies for the Native students they are there to serve? Educators come and go on a regular basis and have limited vested interest in where they are temporarily living and working. Because of this, there are no sustained efforts, there is no continuity nor long-term assessment information available to determine what specifically is and isn’t working. Efforts depend upon the views, concerns, whims, and interest of whatever individual happens to be in a particular position, whether as a teacher, principal, superintendent, school board member, commissioner of education or governor.
This situation of stops and starts, tangents and uncoordinated, chaotic efforts by educators not prepared and unfamiliar with the circumstances they find themselves in has resulted in education and societal difficulties and continued alarming statistics concerning Alaska’s Native people. The educators and the imposed system must make the adaptations to achieve success instead of the indigenous people continuing to be subjected to a form of cultural imperialism.

