Review of Sky Changes On the Kuskokwim, Sandra Wassilie

The chronicle of a life of being "a real human being," what the Yup'ik culture of the main character esteems. A refreshing book that explores the feeling nature of a man, one named Kim-boy, from his childhood into old age. He is a tender-hearted soul who experiences the consequences of changes in his culture, his lifestyle, and environment, along with his own mistakes, often with great tragedy and loss as his people adjust to the modern world. The most painful for me is the helplessness Kim-boy and his wife feel when unable to rescue their son from the psychological abuses of a teacher from outside the culture, unwilling or untrained to understand the cultural cues of Yup'ik students or to listen to their parents. 

However, Kim-boy is well-grounded in his community and the river delta landscape which sustain him and to which he gives back. There are beautiful times along with the ugly. Clifton Bates in this novel reminds me that my Yup'ik family into which I married has taught me how to accept what life brings and to listen to the land and its people wherever I am. I am still learning.

