Hello Mr. Bates! I cried so many times reading your novel.  Once on the plane somebody asked if I was ok and told them about your book. 
Your descriptions of the landscape were fleek!
My, how times have changed for youngsters in your novel! A few teachers popped into my head as I was reading how despicable they spoke to the students. I know a few students that relate to poor Cutty, hence the tears.
And the loss. I totally relate to the loss. I would like to reference a few points in the novel and I will. Thank you so much!
Janet

